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Art Unit: 3761 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U,S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 48, rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Jeutter et al. 
US 2002/0070868. 

As to claims 48 and 49, Jeutter discloses a monitoring subsystem for assessing 
an energy-absorption pattern of an energy-converting module, the monitoring 
subsystem comprising: an inducer module 24 configured to establish an energy 
distribution between the energy-converting module and the monitoring subsystem; a 
sampling module 28, configured to measure the energy distribution; an analyzing 
module 30 configured to determine the energy-absorption pattern of the energy- 
converting module by comparing the measured energy distribution to a reference 
energy distribution. 

As to claims 34 and 60, Jeutter discloses the monitoring subsystem is 
configured for assessing a fluid distribution of a test area serviced by a urine detection 
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network, wherein the urine detection network has a net characteristic indicative of the 

fluid distribution of the test area wherein the inducer module 24 is configured to 

generate an energy field(paragraph 0022) , wherein an energy field generated within an 

operative distance of the urine detection network establishes an energy distribution 

between the urine detection network and the monitoring subsystem that is predictably 

i 

influenced by the net characteristic of the urine detection network; and an analyzing 
module configured to determine the net characteristic of the urine detection network 
between the urine detection network and the monitoring subsystem (paragraphs 0022, 
0023, 0050, and 0051). 

As to claim 39, Jeutter discloses the analyzing module includes a memory, and wherein 
the reference energy distribution is stored in the memory (0054, 0059), 

As to claim 46, Jeutter discloses the analyzing module is configured to determine the 
net characteristic of the urine detection network by comparing two or more measured 
energy distributions measured at different times (0059). 

As to claims 47 and 58, Jeutter discloses the monitoring subsystem further comprises a 
notification module 38. 

As to claim 50, Jeutter discloses the analyzing module is configured to find an 
intersection of the measured energy distribution and the reference energy distribution 
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(0054). 

As to claims 51 and 52, Jeutter discloses the analyzing module uses a frequency of the 
intersection to look up the energy-absorption pattern or uses an angle of the intersection 
to look up the energy-absorption pattern (0054). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to vWiich said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 66 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Jeutter 
in view of van de Berg et al. USPN 6832507. Jeutter discloses the present invention 
substantially as claimed except Jeutter does not disclose the energy-converting module 
is an LC circuit, van de Berg discloses a system for detecting the presence of moisture 
using an LC circuit that can be built up from moisture sensitive material which has an 
advantage that the change in the characteristic of the sensor is reversible. Thus when 
the circuit is wet the resistance of the moisture sensitive material increases and, the 
reading device generates an alarm signal, when the sensor dries again, the resistance 
of the moisture sensitive material decreases (col. 2, line 34 through col. 3, line 10). One 
having ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated by the teaching of van de 
Berg to modify the invention of Jeutter with an LC circuit energy converting module for 
the benefits van de Berg discloses. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 41-44 and 53-57 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jacqueline F. Stephens whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-4937. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tanya Zaiukaeva can be reached on (571) 272-1 115. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 - 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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